








Enforcement News
Disciplinary and Administrative Actions
November 9, 2006 - May 10, 2007

A more detailed narrative on any of the listed enforcement actions can be found on our web page at www.tbpe.state.tx.us/
disciplinary.htm. To find the case, make note of the meeting date of the case, click on the link to that particular meeting

then scroll down to the case.
November 9, 2006 Board Meeting

Case Number: D-1439; Girish Dhoribhai Patel; Houston,
TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Patel submitted a WPI-2 form
to the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) certifying that a
structure was constructed in accordance with windstorm
codes; however, a TDI inspection of the structure found that
construction was not complete and anchorage methods did
not appear to be adequate. Thus, the WPI-2 was misleading
and the construction did not meet codes. It was also alleged
that Patel had failed to notify the Board of his employment
as a sole proprietorship, failed to register that business, and
failed to promptly respond to a Board inquiry.

Resolution: Two years suspension of his Texas engineer
license and a $8,100.00 administrative penalty.

Case Number: D-27756; Rudolph Frederick Klein, PE.;
San Antonio, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Klein submitted concrete
estimates for progress payments that created a misleading
impression as to the amount of concrete poured by the
contractor. It was also alleged that Klein failed to sign and
seal initial design plans and he failed to promptly respond to a
Board inquiry.

Resolution: One year probated suspension, the assessment
of a $5,360.00 administrative penalty and completion of an
engineering ethics course.

Case Number: D-27883; Louis Lemus; Bellaire, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Lemus prepared, signed and
sealed structural engineering plans for three hotels that had
significant structural deficiencies which, had they not been
found during construction, could have endangered the health,
safety, welfare, and property of the public.

Resolution: The Board accepted Lemus' voluntary surren-
der of his Texas engineer license and ordered that his Texas
engineer license be revoked.

Case Number: D-28851; Lawrence R. Atwood, PE.;
Garland, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Atwood falsely certified that he
had completed his continuing education and failed to
promptly respond to a Boatrd inquiry.

Resolution: Refusal to renew his Texas engineer license.

Case Number: B-29191; Cates, Courtney and Roebuck,
L.P; Fort Worth, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that this firm unlawfully repre-
sented its ability to offer and/or perform engineering services
by entering into a contract with a public entity that required
engineering services because the firm did not have Texas
licensed professional engineer as an employee nor was it
registered with the Board

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $1,500.00 administra-

tive penalty.
February 8, 2007 Board Meeting

Case Numbers: D-28665 and D-28814; Lee Charles Page,
Jr., PE.; Waxahachie, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that after Page re-inspected a
residential property he used verbatim text in his report that
was copied from another professional engineet's report, who
had also inspected the same property. It was also alleged that
in connection with a different residential property, Page
prepared, signed, and affixed his Texas engineer seal to an
inspection report prior to the property being inspected.
Resolution: Formal Reprimand and a $1,490.00 administra-
tive penalty.

Case Number: D-29089; Robert Lee Puckett, PE.; Mem-
phis, TN.

Violation: The Tennessee State Board of Architectural and
Engineering Examiners issued Puckett a Consent Order
suspending his Tennessee engineer license for one year,
assessing him a $2,000.00 civil penalty and requiring him to
take and pass a Tennessee engineering law and rule examina-
tion for signing and affixing his Tennessee engineer seal to
plans that were not prepared by him nor under his respon-
sible charge. Based upon the action taken against Puckett in
Tennessee, Puckett's Texas engineer license was also subject
to censure.

Resolution: Formal Reprimand.

Case Number: D-29091; Mark H. Madorsky, P.E.; Hous-
ton, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Madorsky signed and sealed
fire alarm system plans for a proposal for an elementary
school project that did not meet applicable codes for fire
alarm systems.

Resolution: Formal Reprimand and a $1,590.00 administra-
tive penalty.

Case Number: D-29357; Joseph Wayne Thompson, PE.;
Houston, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Thompson falsely reported on
his June 2006 Texas engineer license renewal that he had
completed his required continuing education.

Resolution: Refusal to renew his Texas engineer license.

Case Number: D-29358; David Webb Catter, P.E.; Wood-
land Park, CO.

Violation: It was alleged that Catter falsely reported on his

June 2006 Texas engineer license renewal that he had com-

pleted his required continuing education.

Resolution: Formal Reprimand and a $1,800.00 administra-

tive penalty.

Case Number: D-29347; James Gary Dennis; Riggins, ID.
Continued on Page 5

Page ¥



February 8, 2007 Board Meeting Continued

Violation: It was alleged that Dennis represented himself as
a Texas licensed professional engineer and practiced engineer-
ing by affixing his Texas engineer seal on building detail
design plans for a project in Sherman, Texas, after his Texas
engineer license had expired.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $500.00 administrative
penalty.
Case Number: B-29193; Kang Tang; Taipei, Taiwan.

Violation: It was alleged that Tang represented himself as a
Texas licensed professional engineer and practiced engineering
by affixing his Texas engineer seal on building detail design
plans and a structural engineer affidavit for a project in
Sherman, Texas, after his Texas engineer license had expired
and became non-renewable.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $3,150.00 administrative
penalty.

Case Number: B-29349; Peter D. Thornfield dba TASS
Architectural & Engineering Services, Fort Worth, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Thornfield unlawfully displayed
the word "Engineering" in his business name on a plan sheet
for roof modifications for a project in Haltom City, Texas,
and that he advised the Board that his business offers com-
plete design and engineering services which was also unlawful.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $440.00 administrative
penalty.

Case Number: E-29299; Alliance Wood Group Engineer-
ing; Houston, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that the web page for this firm
unlawfully listed employees, who were not licensed in Texas as
professional engineers, as Texas licensed professional engi-
neers by using the designation "P.E." after their names with a
Houston, Texas, contact telephone numbert.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and/or Compliance with
Board Policy Letter and a $1,290.00 administrative penalty.

May 10, 2007 Board Meeting

Case Number: D-29066; James D. Wallace, P.E.; Lancaster,
TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Wallace designed a retaining
wall that was not adequate and did not comply with prevailing
codes. It was also alleged that the design plans for this project
created a misleading impression about the business entity
responsible for the engineering designs because they were
issued under a firm name other than Wallace's firm name.

Resolution: One year probated suspension, the assessment
of a $5,880.00 administrative penalty and completion of an
engineering ethics course.

Case Number: D-29016; Daniel A. Shanahan, PE.;
Whitney, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Shanahan recommended that
on-site septic systems tanks be installed prior to obtaining the
needed permits from the local permitting authority.

Resolution: One year probated suspension, the assessment
of a $3,120.00 administrative penalty and completion of an
engineering ethics course.

Case Number: B-29421; James T. Martel; Murphy, NC.
Violation: It was alleged that Martel unlawfully represented

himself as a Texas licensed professional engineer by using the
designation "P.E." after his name on a predominant use utility
study report and that he unlawfully practiced engineering for a
Texas client by performing the study.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $1,200.00 administrative
penalty.

Case Number: B-29470; Dalrock Foundation Repair;
Dallas, TX

Violation: It was alleged that this firm unlawtully practiced
engineering by preparing foundation repair design plans that
were required to have been prepared by or under the direct
supervision of a Texas licensed professional engineer because
of the size of the building.

Resolution: Cease and Desist and a $1,440.00 administrative
penalty.

Case Number: D-29295; John Raymond Holm, P.E,;
Orange, TX.

Violation: It was alleged that Holm issued a misleading
WPI-2 form certifying a roof repair project because he listed
inspection dates that pre-dated the repair of the roof and
incorrectly located the structure in an Inland II area. It was
further alleged that a subsequent inspection, that was con-
ducted by an employee of Holm, was not done in a careful
and diligent manner because the employee did not climb upon
the roof to inspect the repairs.

Resolution: One year probated suspension, the assessment
of a $1,900.00 administrative penalty and completion of an
engineering ethics course.

Engineering Firms Assessed

Administrative Penalties
The business entities listed below were assessed an
administrative penalty for allegations associated with
the offer or performance of consulting engineering
services during a period when the business entity's
firm registration was in an expired status or the
business entity was not registered with the Board.

¢ Oceaneering International, Inc., Houston, Texas
e H. G. Lehman III, PE., San Antonio, Texas
¢ DaRam Engineers, Inc., Houston, Texas

* Montemayor Engineering, Inc., dba Montemayor,
Hasen, Garcia, Villafranco and Associates,
Brownsville, Texas

e Zinser/Grossman Structural, L.I..C., Dallas, Texas

*  Abramhamson & Associates, Amarillo, Texas

e Wai-Wize I, L.P, Dallas, Texas

®  Magnolia Global Energy, Ltd., Fort Worth, Texas

¢ Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc., San Antonio, Texas

* RC Engineering, Inc., San Antonio, Texas
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Board Rule Updates

The following are summaries of rules that were adopted by the Board during the last year. The effective date appears next to
the Board rule. Please refer to the TBPE web site at www.tbpe.state.tx.us/downloads.htm to view or download complete

copies of the current law and rules.

Rule

Rule Change and Effective Date

§131.9 - Officers of the Board

Allows the Board to appoint a Treasurer and outlines the duties of the
Treasurer. Effective Decenber 10, 2006

§131.15 - Committees

There have been two changes to this rule: (1) Provides for the appointment
of a Treasurer. Effective December 10, 2006. (2) Changes the meeting
frequency of the Legislative Issues Committee from twice per year to an
as-needed basis. Effective March 8, 2007.

§131.81 - Definitions

Defines the term "sole practitionet". Effective December 10, 2006.

§133.3 - Engineer-in-Training
Application and Certification

Specifies that an EIT application must be completed within one year of
the original filing date. Effective December 10, 2006.

§133.13 - Branches of Engineering

Removes redundant language found elsewhere in the rules.
Effective December 10, 2006.

§133.51 - Reference Providers

Clarifies requirements for reference statements and reference providers.
Effective June 4, 2007.

§133.69 - Waiver of Examinations

Clarifies that applicants from Canada and Mexico (via NAFTA) for a
waiver of exams may receive a temporary license. Ejffective June 4, 2007.

§133.75 - Examination Irregularities

Provides penalties for violations of exam policies and procedures,
including cheating. Effective December 10, 2006.

§133.81 - Receipt and Process

Differentiates applying for a license and applying for an exam. Removes
reference to reciprocal licensure. Effective December 10, 2006.

§133.97 - Issuance of License

Clarifies requirements for PE to add a listing or change a listing for a
branch of engineering. Effective December 10, 2006.

§135.3 - Application for a Certificate
of Registration

Requires that a registered firm list all PE's and report the federal EIN.
Effective December 10, 2006.

§135.5 - Renewal and Good Standing

Revises the title of the rule section. Effective December 10, 2006.

§137.14 - Voluntary Surrender of License

Removes requirement that a license holder return their certificate when
voluntarily surrendering their license. Effective Decensber 10, 2006.

§137.51 - General Practice

Allows a sole practitioner to practice on a part-time basis.
Effective December 10, 2006.

§137.53 - Engineer Standards of Compliance
with Professional Services Procurement Act

Corrects the title of the rule section. Effective June 4, 2007.

§137.77 - Firm Registration Compliance

Changes references to individual business types and refers to all entities
collectively as 'firms'. Effective December 10, 2006.

§139.31 - Enforcement Actions for
Violations of the Act

Removes an unnecessary citation. Effectzve December 10, 2006.

§139.35 - Sanctions and Penalties

Clarifies references to all business types as 'firms'.
Effective December. 10, 2006.
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NCEES Needs Exam Development Volunteers

By Lance Kinney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director

Texas is one of the largest states in terms of examin-
ees. Hach year we have over 5,000 candidates for the
Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) and Principles and
Practice of Engineering (PE) exams. The exam questions
are developed, reviewed, and updated on a regular basis by
NCEES - or more specifically, by volunteer experts in each
engineering field. The Texas Board would like to strongly
encourage interested PEs to help out their profession by
volunteering to assist in exam development. Several
members of the TBPE Board and staff have participated,
and we can attest that it is a fun and rewarding experience!

The development process relies on thousands of
volunteer hours donated by hundreds of licensed engi-
neers. They write and review questions and solutions,
some of which are technical in nature, while others atre
questions relevant to the knowledge requirements of a
practicing licensed engineer. They also perform multiple
reviews and pre-tests of the exams. All exam volunteers
must be licensed professional engineers, and NCEES needs
engineers from all disciplines, areas, and stages of practice -
recently licensed, mid-career, late career or retirement,
consulting, industry, government, and education.

To the right is a list of the committees that are actively
looking for volunteers at this time.

FE - Specifically Electrical and Industrial

Civil PE - all specialties. NCEES will be convening a
Score Setting Panel meeting in the spring of 2008 that
will require nearly 100 volunteers.

Environmental PE - specifically people with experience
in air (emission sources, sampling, control strategies, etc.)
Electrical PE - all specialties

Industrial PE

Petroleum PE - A Score Setting Panel will take place
December 6 and 7, 2007, at the SPE office in Houston,
Texas. They are looking for 7 to 8 petroleum engineers
who were recently licensed (last 5 years) by exam.
Diversity is a plus (i.e. geographical location, practice
area, gender, age, and ethnicity). If interested, contact
Tom Whipple at twhipple@spe.org or 972-952-9452.
NCEES will pay for travel expenses to this session.
Structural IT PE - Scorers, specifically with bridge
experience

For more information and to sign up, visit the NCEES

website at htt

.ncees.org/exams/volunteer/.

-

Gene Adams, Tyler, TX

J. E Adkisson, Greenville, TX
Andres Arismendi, Houston, TX
William Edward Aston, Waco, TX
W. R. Berger, Midland, TX

David Addy Bishop, Austin, TX
Carl R. Branan, El Paso, TX

Archie Broodo, Dallas, TX

Gerald Curtis Brown, Falls Church, VA
Irvin Guyton Bulloch, Houston, TX
J. B. Carson, Tullahoma, TN

C. D. Chumley, Balch Springs, TX
William Grant Crolley, Austin, TX
Ray Dossey, Tow, TX

John Glenn Driskill, Garland, TX
Robert Olin Edens, Mobile, AL
John A. Ferguson, El Paso, TX

H. C. Fitzgerald, Groesbeck, TX
William T. Flynn, Austin, TX

John Louis Gafford, Waco, TX
Robert D. Gartison, Canyon Lake, TX

\_

In Memoriam

Joe E. Grant, Ft. Worth, TX

Thomas E. Haggard, Corpus Christi, TX
William Robert Henders, Houston, TX
Lawrence Frederick Hicks, Kerrville, TX
G. A. Houston, Humble, TX

Marvin John Janik, Elmendorf, TX

C. R. Kelton, Houston, TX

Chatles D. Kieffer, Austin, TX

Sanford Porter Lahue, Arlington, TX

T. R. Langford, Avery, TX

John N. Lipscomb, Brenham, TX

John W Livingston, Atlanta, TX
Donald E Logan, Belton, TX

F. E. Macspadden, Kent, WA

William Thomas Manning, La Porte, TX
Robert M. McDonald, Heath, TX
Raymond Francis Millea, Peachtree City, GA
Lawrence E. Miller, Friendswood, TX
Jack V. Mosby, Longview, TX

R. W. Muckleroy, Houston, TX

Albert Nathan, Houston, TX

The following P.E.s, though no longer with us, left their mark through
their service to the engineering profession.

William John W. Neese, Round Rock, TX
Allen E. Ranft, Houston, TX

Robert L. Reed, Round Rock, TX
William E. Rickart, Casper, WY
George B. Roberts, Montgomery, TX
Ismael Salazar, Tustin, CA

Paul W. Schmidt, Spring, TX

Henry R. Slagle, Pantego, TX

Alan Wayne Smith, Landenberg, PA
Ellery Mark Sokol, Anacortes, WA
Dennis Edwin Spore, Richland, WA
Albert E. Swarts, Houston, TX

James H. Thompson, Dallas, TX

W. T. Tucker, Georgetown, TX

Tasnim Uddin, Miami, FL.

Raymond Carroll Vaughn, Lubbock, TX
Edgar .. Von Rosenberg, Houston, TX
John Richard Warner, Houston, TX
Derrel Dee Webb, Medina, TX

William Leonard Weid, Aledo, TX
Gary Lee Whitlow, Rio Rancho, NM

N

This list is compiled from notifications received at the TBPE between August 1, 20006, and June 12, 2007. 1f we failed to
mention an engineer that passed away during this time frame and they were either active or inactive at the time of their
passing, please send an email to peboard@tbpe.state.tx.us and we will include their name in our next issue.

J
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